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EQUITABLE COLLABORATION:
WHAT IS COLLABORATION 
ABLE TO DO OR UNDO?

Rethinking 
Relationships 
Project 

Two days of papers, workshops, 
activities and networking across the 
Pitt Rivers Museum site.

6pm to 9pm 23rd April
African Community Connections: A 
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Welcome 

 

Welcome to the MEG annual conference held here at the Pi5 Rivers Museum!  

Hosted by the Rethinking Rela?onships project, this year's conference is a li5le different to previous itera?ons. Whilst 
we s?ll have papers and talks scheduled throughout the conference, we are excited to offer a series of workshops, 
tours, ac?vi?es and films to allow delegates to learn, par?cipate and disseminate knowledge in groups. 

Important Informa+on 

• Workshops require sign-up on the day at the registra?on desk. This is on a first come, first serve basis. 
• Spaces are limited (approx. 7–25 par?cipants unless otherwise stated). 
• All paper panels will take place in the Science Lecture Theatre unless otherwise stated. 

 

Rethinking Rela+onships Project 

The Rethinking Rela,onships project works across five African countries and four UK museums to develop new 
museum prac?ce based on equitable collabora?on. It is an Arts Council England funded project that began in 
September 2024 and runs un?l December 2026. We are working in partnership with members of the African 
Diaspora and people from Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Nigeria and Ghana to explore collec?ons and develop museum 
prac?ce that be5er serves their needs. 

The project works across four UK museums: the Horniman Museum, the Pi5 Rivers Museum (University of Oxford), 
the Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology (University of Cambridge) and the World Museum in Liverpool. The 
Museum Ethnographers Group is a partner in the project, and we will be sharing the results of our research through 
them. Collabora?on is at the heart of what we do, and our partners include heritage professionals, community 
members, researchers, ar?sts, diaspora groups and academics. Our work and outcomes are tailored to the specific 
contexts of the museums and our partners. 

The team is made up of Nicola Stylianou (Project Co-ordinator) and two Rela?onship Managers, Tom Fearon and Joel 
Fagan. You can contact us here -  RethinkingRela?onships@prm.ox.ac.uk 

h5ps://www.prm.ox.ac.uk/rethinking-rela?onships-0 

  

Please tag us on Instagram throughout the conference and keep the conversa+ons flowing –  
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Day 1 - Thursday 23rd April 

08:45–09:15  
Arrivals and Registra/on 

Old Library, Pi5 Rivers Museum 

09:15–09:30 
Welcome 
Chair: Nicola Stylianou – Rethinking Rela3onships 

Professor Christopher Morton - Ac,ng Director of the Pi6 Rivers Museum and Professor of Museum Anthropology at 
the University of Oxford 

Beth McDougall - Families and Communi,es Officer, Pi6 Rivers Museum 

Lecture Theatre, Inorganic Chemistry Building 

09:30–11:00 
Paper Session 1  

Representa7on and Exhibi7on: Reframing Museum Narra7ves 
Chair: Tom Fearon – Rethinking Rela3onships 

Museums remain powerful sites for shaping public narra?ves about history and culture. This panel explores how 
exhibi?ons and curatorial prac?ces are being rethought through collabora?ve approaches and cri?cal engagement 
with representa?on. 

Temporary Interven.ons, Permanent Silences: The Representa.on of Slavery in Contemporary Museums 
Fernanda Quadros de Azevedo Costa — University of Lisbon 
Alice Nogueira Alves — University of Lisbon 

O Vai o Mai? Collabora.ve Exhibi.on-Making and the Story of Mai 
Eve Haddow — Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, University of Cambridge 
Rosanna Raymond — SaVĀge K’lub 
Salvador Brown — SaVĀge K’lub 

‘Añima Ijeda / The Heart of the Community’: Co-Crea.ng a Community Museum in San Pedro Huamelula, 
Oaxaca, Mexico 
Danny Zborover — Bri?sh Museum 
San?ago Valencia Parra — Bri?sh Museum 
Medardo Gu?érrez García — Huamelula Community Museum 
Rosalia Méndez Petriz — Huamelula Community Museum 
Daniel Espinoza López — Huamelula Community Museum 

How Can Large Museum Ins.tu.ons Engage with Small Arts and Cultural Organisa.ons to Use Crea.vity 
and the Arts to Decentre Curatorial Authority? 
Francisco Carrasco — Luma Crea?ons 
P. Max Alder – Luma Crea?ons 
Meghan Backhouse — Na?onal Museums Liverpool 
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11:00–11:30 

Tea Break 

Old Library, Pi5 Rivers Museum 

11:30–13:00  

Workshops & Ac7vi7es 

• Sign up is required on the morning of each day of the conference. Please note there is room for everyone to 
par?cipate across both days. 

Rela.onal Objects: Mapping Emo.onal Response to Museum Artefacts 
Courtney Joseph – Powell Co5on Museum 

This crea?ve workshop explores how different forms of context shape emo?onal responses to museum objects. 
Par?cipants will encounter objects under varying interpre?ve condi?ons and register their responses on a shared 
“emo?on board,” crea?ng a collec?ve visual map of affect. The session foregrounds how meaning is co-produced 
through crea?ve prac?ce and encounters between objects, memory and interpreta?on, and opens discussion around 
care, belonging and the emo?onal dimensions of museum prac?ce. 

Loca+on: Visitor Research Room, Pi5 Rivers Museum 
Number of par+cipants: 15 

Re-Archiving Resistance: A Par.cipatory Workshop on Lovedale Press and Visual Counter-Narra.ves 
Sibusiso Mnyanda – Victory of the Word, South Africa (Hybrid) 
 
This interac?ve, object-based workshop engages par?cipants with facsimiles of Lovedale Press publica?ons and 
archival images, including material rela?ng to the African Choir (1891). Through collabora?ve annota?on and 
discussion, par?cipants explore how African intellectuals used print and visual culture to navigate colonial constraints 
and produce counter-narra?ves of self-representa?on. The session connects historical case studies to contemporary 
ques?ons of access, equity and decolonial archival prac?ce. 

Loca+on: Lecture Room, Pi5 Rivers Museum 
Number of par+cipants: 20 

Coding and Decoding Gods 
Fan Juewei, Willem van Wijk, Jocelyn Jing Wang, Dr. Li Ruikang, Yin Danyang & Tu Fen  

This mul?-sensory, prac?ce-based workshop examines how gods are materially produced through culturally 
embedded techniques and symbolic systems. Drawing on deity-making prac?ces from Dali, China, par?cipants 
engage in hands-on processes such as “filling the interior,” working with materials that act as symbolic organs. The 
session explores how gestures, materials and tacit rules encode divinity, while invi?ng reflec?on on how belief and 
meaning are constructed in contemporary contexts. 

Loca+on: Old Library, Pi5 Rivers Museum 
Number of par+cipants: 25 
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Res.tu.on Study Group and the Benin Kingdom Museum Ini.a.ve 
Deadria Farmer-Paellmann – Res?tu?on Study Group 

This session is a programme of short films curated by Deadria Farmer-Paellmann, Execu?ve Director of the 
Res?tu?on Study Group.  

Loca+on: Lecture Theatre, Inorganic Chemistry Building 
Number of par+cipants: - 

Museum Tour: Collec.ons Teaching and Research Centre (CTRC) 
Joanna Cole and Evie Sproat – Pi5 Rivers Museum 

Behind-the-scenes tours of the University of Oxford’s brand-new Collec?ons Teaching and Research Centre - offering 
insight into collec?ons storage, conserva?on prac?ces and research access. Includes collec?ons from the Ashmolean 
Museum, the History of Science Museum, the Museum of Natural History and the Pi5 Rivers Museum. 

Loca+on: CTRC, Reuben College 
Number of par+cipants: 10 

Networking Space 
Tom Fearon – Rethinking Rela?onships 

If by any chance you don’t wish to par?cipate in any of the above workshops, we have a dedicated space to allow 
conference delegates to relax and network amongst other a5endees. This can be used to take some ?me to yourself, 
let your crea?ve ideas flow or absorb the informa?on from the morning’s papers. 

Loca+on: Annexe, Museum of Natural History 
Number of par+cipants: - 

13:00–14:00 

Lunch 

Life and Mind Building, University of Oxford 

14:00–15:00 

Museum Ethnographers Group – Annual General Mee7ng (MEG Members only) 

Lecture Theatre, Inorganic Chemistry Building 
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15:00–17:00 

Paper Session 2 

Working Together? Collabora7on, Power and Ins7tu7onal Constraints 
Chair: Dr. Ashley Coutu – Pi? Rivers Museum 

Museums increasingly emphasise collabora?on, yet partnerships are shaped by funding structures, ins?tu?onal 
hierarchies and uneven power rela?ons. This panel examines the prac?cal and poli?cal reali?es of collabora?ve 
museum work across different contexts. 

Collabora.on, Disagreement and Conflict Resolu.on: Examining Jos Museum’s Engagement Strategies and 
Community Involvement 
Adeyi Adeyemi Jonathan — Na?onal Museum Jos (Hybrid) 

Collabora.on Under Constraint: Funding Structures and the Possibili.es of Postcolonial Provenance 
Research 
Dr Jan Hüsgen — German Lost Art Founda?on 

Shadows of the Shades: Counter-archival Silhoue\es in Museums 
Glynn Alard — Iziko Museums of South Africa & University of the Witwatersrand 

Museum Collabora.on Can Never Be Equitable: Confron.ng the Limita.ons of Good Inten.ons in Museum 
Collabora.on 
Heba Abd el Gawad — Horniman Museum and Gardens 
Johanna Ze5erström-Sharp — UCL Ins?tute of Archaeology 

Day 1 – End 
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Evening Event 

African Community Connec@ons: A Celebra@on 

PiA Rivers Museum  

6pm-9pm 

Free but booking required.  

Join us at the Pi5 Rivers Museum for an evening of music, conversa?on and shared reflec?on, celebra?ng the work 
we have been doing with African and diaspora partners. 

This special public event brings together community collaborators, ar?sts, researchers and museum colleagues for an 
informal evening in the galleries with a DJ, bar and a range of ac?vi?es. 

There will be par?cipatory object handling and a basket weaving workshop in collabora?on with African Families in 
the UK, live music and a workshop from Bantu Arts. Throughout the evening, a series of short spotlight sessions will 
take place across the museum to highlight the work our partners have been doing over the last year, including 
viewing artworks, performances, spoken word, and short talks highligh?ng par?cipants' experience and specific 
histories that are held in the museum collec?ons. 
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Day 2 - Friday 24th April 

08:40–09:00  

Arrival 

Old Library, Pi5 Rivers Museum 

09:00–10:30 

Paper Session 3 

Loca+on: Lecture Theatre, Inorganic Chemistry Building 

Access, Authority and Responsibility in Museum Collec7ons 
Chair: Haidam Zeme - Indian Ins3tute of Technology Delhi, India & University of Edinburgh 

Ques?ons of access, authority and responsibility sit at the centre of contemporary debates around museum 
collec?ons. These papers explore how ins?tu?ons nego?ate compe?ng claims over objects, histories and knowledge. 

‘An Arrowhead Can Leave Any.me It Wants’: Indigenous Strategies for Object Collabora.ons 
Olly DeHerrera — University of Oxford 

Re-encounter and Responsibility: Working Towards Equitable Access and Representa.on of Shuar Tsantsas 
in UK Museums 
Nicolas Crowe — Wellcome Collec?on 
Sarah Bond – Science Museums Group 
Zoë Varley - Wellcome Collec?on and University of Leeds 
 
Managing Disagreement: Risk, Empire and the Limits of “Mul.ple Perspec.ves” at the Imperial War 
Museums 
Sofia Cotrona — Imperial War Museums 

Between Access and Exclusion: Digital Pla`orms and the Tensions of Equitable Collabora.on in Brazilian Art 
Museums 
Priscila Maria de Jesus — Federal University of Pernambuco 
Sandra de Albuquerque Siebra — Federal University of Pernambuco 
Milena Dobreva — University of Strathclyde 

10:30–11:00 

Tea Break 

Old Library, Pi5 Rivers Museum 
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11:00–13:00  

Workshops & Ac7vi7es 

• Sign up is required on the morning of each day of the conference. Please note there is room for everyone to 
par?cipate across both days. 

Performance as Enquiry 
Anthony S. Kalume  

This performance-based workshop explores embodied and Afro-diasporic prac?ces as methods of museum research 
and interpreta?on. Rather than trea?ng objects as sta?c artefacts, the session considers how performance can 
reac?vate collec?ons as rela?onal en??es, challenging colonial separa?ons between objects, communi?es and 
meaning. Par?cipants engage with performance as a mode of enquiry, foregrounding ques?ons of authority, care, 
collabora?on and ethical prac?ce. 
 
Loca+on: Visitor Research Room, Pi5 Rivers Museum 
Number of par+cipants: 7 

Crea.ve Health Lab: Reframing Collec.ons: Crea.ve Health, Disability and Post-Colonial Care  
Rachel Fitzpatrick – Ulster University 
 
This par?cipatory crea?ve lab explores how museum collec?ons can be ac?vated through sensory engagement, 
making prac?ces and collec?ve reflec?on. Grounded in disability-led and postcolonial approaches, the session 
centres lived experience and posi?ons par?cipants as co-producers of meaning. Through object encounters and 
crea?ve response, the workshop examines how care, accessibility and rela?onal methods can reshape ins?tu?onal 
prac?ce. 
 
Loca+on: Lecture Room, Pi5 Rivers Museum 
Number of par+cipants: 15 

London Indra Jatra Workshop  
Ojesh Singh - Pasa Puchah Guthi UK 

This workshop explores how Newah ritual prac?ces are mobilised and adapted in diasporic contexts through fes?vals 
such as London Indra Jatra. Combining discussion, hands-on ac?vi?es and collabora?ve exchange, par?cipants 
engage with ques?ons of mobility, performa?vity and community-led heritage. The session considers how museums 
might work with living tradi?ons that resist sta?c display, foregrounding rela?onal stewardship and cultural 
con?nuity. 
 
Loca+on: Old Library, Pi5 Rivers Museum 
Number of par+cipants: 30 
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From Hos.ng to Allyship: Embedding Ceremony and Protocol in Ethnographic Museums 
Marenka Thompson-Odlum – Pi5 Rivers Museum 
 
As ethnographic museums see a rise in visits from origina?ng and diaspora communi?es, the shi{ from logis?cal 
hos?ng to culturally grounded engagement has become vital. Led by the Pi5 Rivers Museum, this par?cipatory 
roundtable moves beyond administra?ve access toward a model of ins?tu?onal allyship. Rather than presen?ng a 
finished framework, this session serves as a structured consulta?on to help shape a sector-facing toolkit. Par?cipants 
will engage in collec?ve mapping to and are invited to contribute to this prac?cal, adaptable resource. Findings will 
be shared with the wider MEG network. 
 
Loca+on: Annexe, Museum of Natural History 
Number of par+cipants: 20 

Museum Tour: Collec.ons Teaching and Research Centre (CTRC) 
Joanna Cole and Evie Sproat – Pi5 Rivers Museum 

Behind-the-scenes tours of the University of Oxford’s brand-new Collec?ons Teaching and Research Centre - offering 
insight into collec?ons storage, conserva?on prac?ces and research access. Includes collec?ons from the Ashmolean 
Museum, the History of Science Museum, the Museum of Natural History and the Pi5 Rivers Museum. 

Loca+on: CTRC, Reuben College 
Number of par+cipants: 10 

Museum Tour: Multaka Tour – With these Hands: Cracing a shared Humanity 
Multaka Oxford  

Join the Multaka team for an exclusive guided tour of Multaka’s new display of cra{ed objects in the Pi5 Rivers 
Museum. The tour will take you on a journey discovering the deeper meanings that cra{ing can hold for communi?es 
around the world, sharing engaging insights into the museum’s collec?on of hand-cra{ed objects and learning more 
about the collabora?ve prac?ces and co-cura?ve processes of developing and crea?ng new displays with Multaka in 
museums. 

Loca+on: Pi5 Rivers Museum 
Number of par+cipants: 10 

13:00–14:00 

Lunch 

Life and Mind Building, University of Oxford 
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14:00–15:30 

Paper Session 4 

Loca+on: Lecture Theatre, Inorganic Chemistry Building 

Care, Rela7onships and the Ethics of Engagement 
Chair: Harriet Rose-Barwick & Assiya Kruss - Visual, Material, and Museum Anthropology Course 
 
Collabora?on in museums o{en involves forms of care, emo?onal labour and rela?onship-building that remain 
underacknowledged in ins?tu?onal structures. This panel reflects on the rela?onal and affec?ve dimensions of 
museum work. 

Before the Door Opens: Rela.onship Building, Posi.onality and the Pre-Collabora.ve Landscape of 
Bangladeshi Engagement at the Museum of the Home 
Neela Khan — The Open University; Museum of the Home 

Collabora.on, Co-Crea.on and a Culture of Care 
Sarah-Jane Harkne5 — Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, University of Cambridge 

Cultural Repatria.on as an Affec.ve Prac.ce 
Madalyn Grant — University of Cambridge 

Rethinking Rela.onships: Collabora.ve Approaches to African Collec.ons in UK Museums 
Nicola Stylianou — Rethinking Rela?onships 

15:30–16:00 

Tea Break 

Old Library, Pi5 Rivers Museum 

16:00–17:00 

Burning Ques.ons 
Beth McDougall – Pi5 Rivers Museum 

Ask the ques?ons and tell the stories you have not yet heard at our conference together. Write your theme or 
ques?on down in the morning break and we will gather as a group to help you discuss it.  

Day 2 – End 

 

 

 

 

 

 


